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Fizzy Foodlabs: IIT-grads start-up sells ready to cook 

packaged food 

Three IIT Mumbai students have turned their passion of entrepreneurship and brought in innovation of portion 

packing concept to the world food segment. Nipun Katyal, Manish Tirthani and Varun Jhawar, three of them 

from IIT Mumbai alumnus banked on the potential foreign restaurants offered to customers and started Fizzy 

Foodlabs which sells ready to cook packaged food under the brand name "Chef's Basket".  

 

"Portion packing as a concept is the biggest innovation that Fizzy Foodlabs has been able to successfully do in 

the world foods segment. As a concept, portion packing is prevalent in other categories but we are first player in 

the Indian Market to introduce portion packs of ready-to-cook ingredients. Given that the world foods space in 

India is yet-to-mature, the concept of ready-to-cook recipe kit provides the perfect trial proposition for the end 

consumer," said Nipun Katyal, one of the three founding directors of the company, adding, "Food service is 

getting more popularized by the day in cities like Mumbai - Italian and Mexican Cuisines getting more popular. 

The taste profile of the popular dishes offered in restaurants like Sancho's, Little Italy, Spaghetti Kitchen, 

Mainland China, etc. are all tweaked as per the Indian taste palate. However the imported FMCG products 
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available in the market are not customized as per the Indian taste palate and fail to meet the expectations of the 

consumers when compared with Food Service.  

We have a panel of select chef's on-board who have developed the recipe in a way that it is restaurant-like and 

more suited as per the palate."  

"Though the world foods category has been clocking a steady growth, the reach and acceptability was still 

confined to metros an that too very select set of consumers. With this innovative concept, we have been able to 

disrupt the world foods category to capture consumers with their varying current consumption habits:  

a) Consumers who are already purchasing products for Italian/ Mexican Cooking at home - as Chef's Basket 

offers them with a great deal of convenience and a better taste! - This is a relatively small fraction  

b) Consumers who aspire to cook world food at home, but have been skeptical so far due to recipe know-how, 

ingredient availability, costs associated (due to no portion packs) and certainity of outcome - as Chef's Basket 

value proposition is highly suited for new trials giving the consumers the confidence to be able to cook these 

recipes conveniently at home - This is a relatively large fraction he organised retail (our customers) have been 

very supportive of this kind of a disruptive proposition as they see this as the perfect 'trial' opportunity for new 

consumers to start entering the world Foods space. A couple of them (can't name them) have also approached us 

for considering private label for them. However at this stage, our priority is to expand the portfolio and establish 

Chef's Basket brand in the market," said Manish.  

The market for such products promises huge potential "The overall packaged foods market is India is projected 

as $25 billion in 2013," according to Euromonitor Packaged Foods in India Report 2012.  

 

World Foods is a very small fraction (less than 5%) of the overall pie. However, there are pockets within this 

segment (like Dry Pasta, Olive Oil, etc), which are rapidly growing at more than 20% per annum.  

 

The company has partnered with sourcing partners like Global Green, Signature foods and Vimal Agro.  

http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/fizzy-foodlabs-iit-grads-start-up-sells-ready-to-cook-packaged-

food/articleshow/26582165.cms?adcode=101&utm_source=contentofinterest&utm_medium=text&utm_campaign=cpp

st 

 

iTexico’s Founders Present at the 2013 IIT Conference to 

Inspire Innovation for Tomorrow with Mobile Applications 

Austin, Texas (PRWEB) November 29, 2013  

iTexico, a nearshore web and mobile app development company based in Austin Texas, announced today that 

they will be supporting the IIT 2013 Global Conference, the 11th annual global conference hosted by the Indian 

Institutes of Technology (IIT). The IIT, considered one of the top engineering and management programs in the 

world, is bringing the IIT Global Conference to Houston for the first time on December 6-8. 

“As alumni of the IIT, we are excited and honored to be part of this fantastic event. Founding iTexico has been 

an adventure filled with learning and nurturing all the valuable knowledge we got from being part of this 

http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/fizzy-foodlabs-iit-grads-start-up-sells-ready-to-cook-packaged-food/articleshow/26582165.cms?adcode=101&utm_source=contentofinterest&utm_medium=text&utm_campaign=cppst
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/fizzy-foodlabs-iit-grads-start-up-sells-ready-to-cook-packaged-food/articleshow/26582165.cms?adcode=101&utm_source=contentofinterest&utm_medium=text&utm_campaign=cppst
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/fizzy-foodlabs-iit-grads-start-up-sells-ready-to-cook-packaged-food/articleshow/26582165.cms?adcode=101&utm_source=contentofinterest&utm_medium=text&utm_campaign=cppst
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stupendous university. We are continuously revisiting the wonderful experiences we had and making sure that 

innovation is our legacy as proud alumni,” said Anurag Kumar, CEO of iTexico and IIT Alumni. 

This year’s IIT conference in Houston will bring together over 1,500 engineers, technologists and scientists. 

The conference will feature an elite list of speakers, panelists and discussions focused on identifying and 

developing innovative solutions to build a better world for current and future generations. 

More than seventy international, national and local speakers and thought leaders will participate. Some of these 

well-renowned personalities include: Amartya Sen, Nobel Laureate Professor at Harvard University, Vicente 

Fox, Former President of Mexico, Andrew Gould, Chairman at BG Group. Blake Irving, CEO of 

GoDaddy.com, Andrew Ng, Co-founder of Coursera and Professor of Computer Science at Stanford University 

Anant Agarwal, President of edX and Nina Davuluri, Miss America 2014 among many others. 

Approximately 60,000 IIT alumni currently live in the United States, with more than 4,000 of them residing in 

the Texas region. In 2005, the United States House of Representatives passed House Resolution 227 

recognizing the contributions of IIT alumni to the U.S. economy. 

“University is such a strong foundation for an effective entrepreneur spirit. We are so grateful for all the 

invaluable experiences that IIT has given us and that has led us to grow our business. We are ready to join the 

conversation for a better tomorrow where the mobile app revolution will definitely play a key role for younger 

generations. This is a very exciting time and at iTexico we know that the potential for change is so massive that 

the only limit is our imagination,” said Abhijeet Pradhan, CTO of iTexico and IIT Alumni. 

Besides iTexico’s CEO Anurag Kumar and CTO Abhijeet Pradhan, notable IIT alumni in the U.S. include the 

Dean of the Harvard Business School, President of Carnegie Mellon University, EVP Technology and former 

EVP Operations at Schlumberger, former Chief Technology Officer of Halliburton, Chief Technology Officers 

of BP and Cisco, Past Dean of MIT School of Engineering, Chancellor/President of University of California at 

San Diego, Co-Founder of Sun MicroSystems, former Senior Vice Chairman of Citigroup, former CEO and 

Chairman of The Hartford, former Managing Director of McKinsey & Company, former CEO of Rohm and 

Haas, former President of Chevron Global Manufacturing, Chief Business Officer, two Senior VPs Engineering, 

Senior VP Chrome & Apps at Google. 

The 2013 IIT Global Conference will take place December 6-8, 2013 for the first time in Houston at the Hilton 

of the Americas. A group of Houston-based IIT alumni will host the 11th annual global conference. For more 

information about the conference please visit http://iit2013.org 

About iTexico 

iTexico is a fast-growing Austin based company with offices in Silicon Valley and a software delivery center in 

Mexico that helps technology and publishing companies bring their solutions to market faster at lower costs and 

high quality. The company does this by providing world class cross platform mobile development, outsourced 

software services, extended teams and world-class training courses. iTexico currently serves a large number of 

clients across the US and employs highly experienced professionals in a delivery center located in Guadalajara, 

Mexico. Please visit http://www.itexico.com. 

Read the full story at http://www.prweb.com/releases/2013/12/prweb11380569.htmRead more: 

http://www.digitaljournal.com/pr/1615056#ixzz2m6l0fC24 

 

 

http://iit2013.org/
http://www.itexico.com/
http://www.prweb.com/releases/2013/12/prweb11380569.htm
http://www.digitaljournal.com/pr/1615056#ixzz2m6l0fC24
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Job offers raining at IIT- I  

Indore: The volatile market situation may have reduced job opportunities, but at Indian Institute of Technology 

Indore the offers are raining even before the placements started. 

Multi- national companies ( MNCs) and big national companies are making beeline for students of this institute 

which had witnessed poor placement scenario last year. 

The first batch of the IIT Indore could not be placed well due to adverse market conditions. But the talent pool 

of the institute this year managed to attract companies even before the students completes their studies. 

The response from the companies has buoyed confidence of the students and faculty of the institute which are 

hoping to finish the campus placement by January end. A professor of the IIT Indore said that the students are 

even getting better pay packages this year. 

” Two students have got job offer of Rs 20 lakh and Rs 18 lakh per annum, which is almost double than last 

year’s offer. Last year, Microsoft had given Rs 10.2 lakh per annum pre- placement offer to three students.” The 

professor attributed the overwhelming response to selection of the batch which meets the requirements of the 

companies. 

Last year, the PPOs had begun to flow from December end and their year from October.By the time exams are 

over on December 5, the institute is expected to see nearly 40 per cent students placed.The rest would be placed 

during campus placement which is likely to begin by December 20. 

http://freepressjournal.in/job-offers-raining-at-iit-i/  

 

http://freepressjournal.in/job-offers-raining-at-iit-i/

